GAEKWAD'S ORIENTAL SERIES

Edited under the supervision of
the Curator of State Libraries,
Baroda.




PRESENTED

wITH THE BEST COLPLILENIS

oF
THE EDITOR'S SON

3 R

To

PUNDITJI SUKHLALJYI, BENARES.



T EACICHIER

TBICHHEHTAT,

RASHTRAUDHAVANSAKAVYA

OF

RUDRAKAVI

S

EDITED
BY

EMBAR KRISHNAMACHARYA,

Adyhakshg, Sanskrits Pathasala, Vadtal,

WITH AN INTRODUCTION
BY

C. D. DALAL, M. A

PUBLISEED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE GOVERNMENT oOF
HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJA GAEKWAD OF BARODA,

CENTRAL LIBRARY,
BARODA.
1917,



Publuhed by Jansrden Sskhatam Eudatiar, M A, LL B, Curator of State Libraries
Barods, for tho Baroda Government, and Printed by Ramchandra Yesu Shedge,
at the * Nunsya Stgara® Fress, 23, Kclbhat Tane, Bombay

Price Rs 1-12-0.



INTRGDUCTION.

The Rishtraudha Vanga Mahd Kivya, which 13 presented to
the puble as the fifth number of the “Gaekwad's Oriental Series’, 13
a ustorieal poem containing the nstory of the Bigulis of Maylra
g, from the ongmator of thewr dynasty Rishtraudha, king of
Kanou) to the reign of Nardyana Shab, tuler of Mayfiragni, and
the patron of the author

The Author of the poem and the date of composition,

The author of the Rshtraudha Kivya 1s Rudrakavi, a south.
erner. e was patronised by King Niriyana Shah of Mayfiragm
and it was under the latters order that he composed the present
work 1 Saka 1518 (1596 A D ) Rudra composed another work,
called Jahangir Shah Chantra, a prose work divided mto Ullisas,
at the order of Pidtapa Shah, the son of Nirayana Shak A
fragment of this work discovered at Nasik shows that many verses
of the present poem are repeated 1n that work, e g (1) waareT
gilism we VI 8, so III 18 (2) »iweomseX wo XI 36,
o IV 3 (8) fidifrgamags Ue X139, 2 IV 5 (4)mi
#if§ 7o XX, 95, % IV. 12

The name of the author’s father was Ananta, while that of his
grandfather was Kes'ava He was patromsed by Nirdyana Shah
and his son Pritapa Shah  The present work was composed by the
author after hearing the subject matter from Lakshmana Pandita

The summary of the Poem, Once Swa was playmg at
dice with Parvat! on the peaks of Mts Katlisa One of the dics
scedently struck the moon m Shva's erest, and & boy of eleven
sprang from the moon. Pleased with his prayer, Sva granted him
the kingship of Kdnyakubja At this time Latand, who seems to be
the tutelary goddess of the hings of Kéinyakubja, requested that the
boy should ba given to her for the throne of Kanouj Siva grant
od hor request,  Virabhadra presented huh with a sword af victory
TAtand then took the boy and gave him to the hmy Nirdyana of
Kanouy of the solar race, who was praymg God for 2 son  The
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goddess, remammng nvisible, told tho Ling that the boy will be
Lnown as Rishtraudha, as he would support both Ins hingdomand the
farmly  He learnt the four lores from Gautama Rishi, the miltary
art from Kirtikeya and the Vedas from $iva. No particulars of
Ius rergn aro recorded  After hum Virasena, KAntivira, Sthasiyte-
Juna, Mallikrjuna, Jayasils and Ganghjala successively eame to the
throne Gangljala got through the favour of goddess Latand, two sons
KAlasena and Gopachandra  Klasena, his elder son, succeeded him
After a long reign, he went to forest for penance, placing s brother
on the throne. There 1n the forest, he pleased LitanA and Gautama
through hus penance and through the worship of Mahilila got the
Lingdom of Upjayani, With the sword given by tho goddess Chalre-
s'vart, he vanqushed huis encimes and entered Ius capital Kanoy)
With hus younger brother, he then set forth towards the North  The
victorious hing gave over the Kuruhshetra to the Brahmanas Hear
g that the King of Kadi sached Kanou) with large forces, Kalasena
started with his brother torescue lus capital Seemng the waters
of the Yamund unfordable, Kilasena wavered mn Ins determination
His younger brother, seemg this, cut off his own head and offered 1t
1o hus brother for crossing the mver KAlasena crossed the niver and
alling the army of the king of Kist, entered victorious mto the
ety In order to bring hus brother to hfe, he worshiped the goddess
Chakres'varl, who by jommng the head and body of s brother
brought him to hfe  As the head of Gopachandra jomed obliquely
appeared dreadful, the goddess called hum Bigula  The decendants
of Gopachandra were henceforward called Bignlas Kilasena then
putting Gopachandra on the throme of Kinyalubja ruled over
1 G

Upan  Mahit Kalingadeva, who d pachandra, con
quered the countries of Karhita, Lits, Anga Kalinga, and Vanga,
After hum Trip Khad, Arjuna, Bl Balladeva,

Vatsordja, Nfganitha, Parsurima, Righava, Virvapils, Suress,
XKanhara and Smhana ocoupred successively the throne of Kanoy
Siphana hed four sons The elder Jakhardja came to the throne,
whilo tho other three Harihura, Yas'asvin and Sohada wenb to the
eotrt of Jayasmha of Anabllapura (capttal of Guyarat ) for service
Harihara through the worship of S itva, got the kingdom of Iddira
Bhodhars (the forb of Idar) Yasasvi and Sohada returned to

'



INTRODUCTION i

Kanouj, and after paying their respects to thew elder brother
Jakharaja, set out for conquest  On thewr way, they conquered the
Dasyhs and performed a saenfice  From the sacnificial fire suddenly
came forth two white goddesses Dhanyh and Punyd who gave him
the boon that he will be invincible 1 battles, that he should wership
them and that hus progeny will be known as Sitdmba  Sohada then
marched fo the Sonth and coming to Pippalagrama destroyed
the Néhalas and five hundred Bhtls  The suler of the wllage
was much pleased and handed over the village to Schada, who
established lus throne there Yas'asvAn, the elder brother of
Sohada married the daughter of Rémadeva of Devagui and
residing 1 the mmpregnable fort of Devagirs pratected the village
of Talaskunksne His son, Gajamalladeva, who conquered tho
Gurgaras and ‘he Malavas, took the Lmgdom of Allauddin, the lord
of Yavanas by killng lum  Mélug: succeeded him and conquered
Rimarija of Devagry, the lord of nme lacs of achers Tt was
only ab the humble request of his mmster Hemadr that Ramadeva
was released after bewmg mede a feudatory prmce  Malug
conquered twelve lngs  His son Peyideva defeated Mayideva
of the Lanki race the ruler of Navinasshasrades'a (Navsart?)
and burnt Birdoh His son Ninadeva conquermg Mahess, the
lord of shepherds secured Mt Saligm and bult Jatrapun
Having established hmself at Siligm, he took Mayuragin and
also Pisolagint  after conquering its ruler Jagachehiya The
victorious king then performed « sacmfice in Yajuakheta, and gave
over that town to the sacrificial priest of the Gautama famly
ag dalshmi  He glso conquered Jagarhadeva the king of the
Abluras At the request of s queen Jartrd he handed over the
town Jatrapura to her Jairh gave to the Brihmanas horses
clephants, gold, siver, houses, fields and new clothes She also
made over sisteen towns to the Bribmanas and dug many tanks
and wells At that time the Jord of Delbt who had  after conquer
ing Karnita, Lita, Uthala, Chola, Gauds, Kalinga, Vanga and
other countries, hilled i battle Rimaryja of RAmagirr attached
Nénadeva NAnadeva held out for 2 year but was e entually kalled
by seven hundred warniors.  Ebadeva, who suceeeded his father,
destroyed tho Yavanss m battles, conquered Viphaladevarja
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the son of Bhima, and ruled peacefully m Siligm His son
Khbadgasenn performed many a sacrifice and defeated eight thousand
Mogul warniors with thewr leader Malliha, took possession of
Lalingichala and took 1its ruler a prisoner, He released Ballava
and Rimardja, who were attached on all sides by the Yavanas i
Vetanagara His son Rima, the ornawent of the Bagula race,
killed ling Kamala who bad taken shelter in & sea fot.  His son
Virasena burnt Lohapura of the Yavanas, When, on account of
the mfancy of his son Jopideva, the hingdom of the Bigulas was
bemg shattered to pieces, the mmsters approached Ninadeva, the
king’s paternal uncle, to be thewr hing  Nunaneva, after holding

Itation with old acceded to the request and per-
formed the hingdom giving sacrifice and gave gold, cows ete to
the Brihmanas. 'The kung dreamt a very auspieious dream  With
auspicious omens, he proceeded to recover his nephew’s lost hing
dom  He took possession of Saligm and giradually Mayarichala,
Chimarichals, Pisola Parvata and also many other impregnsble
forts, He defeated the proud Yavanas on the banhs of the Godavar
and helped the hing of MAlva m taking Mandapidr: ( Mandu )
After conquermg the hing of the South, he plundered the town of
Vaduri At Anantapura, he gave plenty of gold to Brihmanas
He filled s country with Brihmanas and freemg them from care
about therr subsistence with gants of land, he made them sing
the §'abdabrahma, and as Ius mind was fixed 1n the Parabrahma,
he was called Ninabrahma, Jaitripuri was fixed by lum as hus
capital After him ruled his son Bhawava Dmdima and other pocts
were patromsed by lum  To hum the Gurjara Ling sent presents
s son Domardja resorted to Mayiagir:  His son Mabideva was
& very devout worshiper of Mahadeva, and erected a temple of that
god on flaytragn e propmated the god' with this dbvorional’
prayers and asked of him the boon of a heroicson The god
granted him the request and Ins wife Minavati gave bnth to a son.
The astrologers prophesied that he will conquer his enemies and
extend bus longdom.  As he was obtamed through the favour of
Bhairave, and as he was to become dreadful to enemies 1n battles,
he was named Bhanava King Mahadeva gave plenty of gold to
Brihwaas on this occasion
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Bhairavesena’s reign was very glorious. The ruler of the
Mandapa Parvata (the fort of Méindu ) sought protection from
Bhairavasena through the fear of Sulem Sheh, Bhairavasena
defeated Sulem Shah and gave shelter to the xuler of Mandu for a
long ime Babadur Shah, the Sultan of Gujarat, came to conquer
the South, and called Bhairavasena in his aid. Bhairavasena set forth
swith the consent of his counsellors to join Bahadur Shah, who now
attacked Devagiri” A battle ensued, in which Bhairavasena showed
much bravery, but was wounded in the forehead. Nizam Shab, the
ruler of Devagiri, was at last conquered, and his long-collected wealth
wag looted, and a general was placed on the fort by Bshadur Shah.
Bhairavasena was now requested by Bahadur Shah to join him in
an attack on Chittaure. The hing of Chittaure, seeing the king of
Gujarat with Bhairavasena, made peace and gave a large amount
as indemnity, Hearing of this attack, Humayun came with a large
force. Bhairavasena fought with him and defeated bim. Bahadur
Shah embraced the vietorious hero and gave him great honour and
sent him to his capital, offering many presents such as horses, ele-
phants, gold, clothes, royal umbrellas, chouries and his own bracslet.®

1 ¢f. Shoojast Khan, governor of Malwa, an going up to the fort one day,
in front of the king, was attacked by one Othman, a person whom he had
deprived of lus right hand some tume before, and who now, concealing himself

the road sde, rushed cut, snd flicted o dagger wound on Shoojaat Khan,
who without further enquiry, concerving the act had been preconcerted with
the lung, fled with preaipitation towards Malws with all s troops  The king
pursued Bum gs far as Mando, but hearing that ho had fled to Banswalla, be
returned, lesving Eets Khan Scor, with twenty thousand horss, at Oojein, to

watch his motions, These events oceurred in the year 954,
Brigge' Ferishata Vol I1 p 134,

2 When the hight-of the sun of Bahadur Shah fell on the fort of Muler,
Baharji Raja of Baglana was sdmitted to the honour of kisnng the carpet
The Saltan showed him much kindness, and gave him two magmficant ruby
enr-rings. Bahar), by way of showing hus loyalty, gave one of has misters in
marriage to the Sultan, and the next day at the Sultan’s desire, he married
snother of s sisters to Mubammad Khao Asm and the Sultan marched
thence When he passed the Baglana frontier, and entered the confines of the
Sakhan, he bestowed on Babarp the title of Bahr Khan, aad seat hum avarmst
th fort of Chaul with orders to ravage end plunder that couniry, After that
he pressed on by forced marches to Ahmednagar.

Airat: Sikandari pp 162-163,
3 This is not borne out by Mahomedan Historuans, § iggs’ Feri
Vol IT pp. 270 276, 296-311. d Feo Driged Ferishta
a
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Once a learned Britimana, beanng the surnamo of Garuds,
hearmg the hberality and the fune of Bhawavasens camo to
Maytragin from Benares and told the hing lus mtention of per
forming n Soma sacrifice  Bhairavasena gave lum plenty of gold
and jowelx, Al tis was spent by the Brihmana i performing
the Soma sacrifice  Sceing that the Bribmana had nothung left
withlnm the hing granted lum the village of Lakshilay akhetaha,
Bhairavasena then marched with Ins army to the mer Goddvari
After bathing 1n the niver and worstupping the god Tryambaka
ho proceeded to Napalakheta { Nophad ) and defeating the genernl
of the encmy, ho looted lus long-colleeted mches horses and ten
furious elephants On the pcnk of Saptagninga, he pad his

ts to the eighteen-armed g He then 1 1 Hasta
gin ( Hatgar) which, though lxcld out by the warriors of Nizam
Shah was at last taken by Bhawravasena by breaking open the
gates of the forts with tho tushs of furious clephants and hilling
tho chief warnors of the enemies  After stationing ono of s chief
warriors with an army on the fort the victorious king attached
tho fort of Gilana (GMan)  Here too the battlo Jasted for one year
but eventnally the fort surrendered to lum  The fort of Alingala
(Alangal) which contaned much wealth was then taken by
him by hilling 1ts commandant, Bheravasens had seven sons'—1
Joyadarna, 2 Virasena 3 Nemadova 4 NArdyans, 5 Mbyiundeva,
6 Lalshadhira and 7 Ambad

Virasena the sceond son suceeeded lim  Dunng his reign
Pathan Hapas' with a powerful army camo to the fort of Vyiri
{1 the Navasar: Distniet ) Frightened at this news Virasena re-
quested s brother Niirlyana to march agamst hun  Niriyana
proceeded agamst the enemy and complotely routed the forces of the
enemy Changis Khan the Governor of Gujarat, then asked for
the help of Virasena agamst Mira Virama and Niriyana both
Jomed with an army and gave battle near Thalner but Mira conld
not be conquered on account of the help he receved from Tapala
Rhana of Virita Changishhan had to fly away at mght leaving
all Tus bag and baggage on the field Nirlyana Shah also retmntal

1 Probably Al { Klan Habsl1 wl o murdered Chang s Khan
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Dbut he returned to Changis Khan all that he had left on the field.!
The Emperor Akbar, heang the fame of Virama Shah, invited
him to his court. Accepting the invitation, Virama went to Delhi,
where he got honours from the Emperdr.

After his return from Delhi, Virama plunged himself inlo
amorous pleasures and the chief queen Durgdvati, who had
captivated his heatf, became all powerful Durgdvatt told her
husband to remove his brother from Maytragiri  Virama, who was
completely under the thumb of Du:givati, ordered his ministers to
call SArngadhara, the Brahmana of Nérdyana, and ashed him to
tell NAriyana to leave Maytragiri at once. The Brahmana's
request for permission to reside i the adjacent village of Vadrudarl
was not granted. Nirdyana Shah went to his village Sidavida
with his family.

At this time the commandants of the forts of Viramasena
approached Nirdyana Shah and requested that through the weak-
ness of Virasena, enemies were trying to recover their lost forts
and therefore 1t was necessary that Niryana Shah should take
possession of the forts of Virama, It was with much hesitation
that he accepted the offer and took possession of Saligiri, The
officers of the fort and the people acknowledged him as their
ruler.  Virama on hearing this, sent his general Yehalas Khan for
gebting true information aboub the movements of Nirdyana Shah,
A Brihmana, named Nimba Dikshita, met him on his way, and

1 ¢f Meeran Moobarsh Klan was succceded by his son Meeran
Mchomed In the same year Chungiz Khan of Gujarat, wstigated by Etimad
Kbhan, the prime minister of Moozuffur Shah IIT, wmvaded the dustriet of
Napdorbar, apd bawpgy sompeled the Xondeab officers o reirest haldly
pushed on to the fortress of Talnere Meeran Mahomed Khan, hearing of this
m road, called on Toofal Khan for assistance, and the combined fnrces of
Kaudeish and Berar marched to the Western frontier  On arrrval at Talnere,
they found Chunmiz Khan strongly posted with ravines on his flanks, and his
artillery and carriages of sl desoriptions forming a barrier 1n lus front.
Mevran JMahowed Kban used every effort w vain, dunng the day of his
srrisal, to tnduce Chungiz Khan to quit hus position, but during the night
Chungiz Khan fled singly to Daroach, leaving lus army and all lus artillery 1o
tho hands of Meersn Mahomed Khan, who on the following day eccupied the
ground, »huch the encay had quitted

Briggs' Terishia Vol IV pp 317-18
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hearmng from lum that Nariyana was recognized as tho ruler of
Saligim, Yehalas Khan returned and informed Virama about 1t
Viramn was frightened and repented of lus folly Ho then sent
Ins step-mother Lumiyujt with an errand to Nirtyana Shah to
come to lum and enjoy s hingdom,

Nirdyana made hus elder son Pratipa Shah Ius herr apparent,
and entrusting to lus care the fort of Siligim, marched to
Msaydragin  The musters and the people recerved him with great
oy and honour and Niriyana Shah was crowned as the Lung of
Maydragmt  Lumliyup and the Brihmanas Sirangadhara and
Bhivapandita were sent to briog Virama and s wife Duargavatl,
who had taken shelter through fear on the top of the fort Virama
was appeased and taken to Nirlyana Shah Virama embraced
Niriyana Shah and handed over the lingdom to lim  Nardyana
Shah gave gold, jewels, villages, clothes, and a palace full of riches
to lus brother for residenco

NArdyana Shah was very popular and dunng lus reign the
people were contented and happy  The king undertook works of
public utihty lke almshouses, and places of giving water to
travellers i every village and town The generals of the ling of
the South encamped at Anantapura with a desire to take Maytra
g Nirlyana Shah viewed from the fort the large army of the
enemy gathered at Navapura for  battle Filled with rage, he
stationed his archers on all sides of Iis capital, and the fire of guns
was poured on the surrounding army from the forts of Morfchala,
{Mora fort) Harigir and Mayfirichala The enemy was routed, and
retreated to Anantapura  One of the warriors of the enemy marched
to Arivi with us army, but there they were plundered by the warriors
of Niriyana Shah The enemys army then went to Devapura,
but here too 1t was scattered by Niriyana Shahs army  After
taking some days’ rest, the enemy s army agamn wished to have an
engagement  Through the fear of the terrible finng, the army now

hed to Jam} bya tous way, keeprng on the left the
tountains of Ghita Satla, Narichala and Harpamila A terrible
army gathered at Mokhavita On heanng this, Nariyana Shah
hastened theie with a large force  From the fort at the entrance
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to the town of Jatrapura, Narayana Shah engaged the enemy with
Ins archers, who hilled the warrors of the opposing army with
showers of arrows The enemy fled away, leaving on the field
flags, horses, elephants and treasures which were looted by the
victorrous army of Nériyana Shah  Nirdyana Shal only took the
banners of tho enemy and the royal clephants  Other things were
allowed to remam with s warriors, who were moreover favoured
with grants of villages, jewels, precious clothes and gold

Nériyana Shah now set out with lus harem on a piigrimage to
Nask A Mahommedan officer camo there to collect the tax from
pigrims  He was thrown mto the river by the soldiers of Nirdyana
Shah, who however taking pity on him dragged lim out  After
bathng 1 the nver, he gave much wealth to the Brihmanas and
worshipped the gods Sunderes'vara and Eapili Maheg'vara He
also worshipped ab Panchavati the image of Réma with Lakshmana
on the right, Sit4 on the left and Hanumin with folded hands m
the front From Devasthina, he sent his harem with tus son m law
Mangalaytt and lus Brihmana Sarngadhara to Maytiragirs

‘With a desire to take the hingdom of Javiri, (Javar) he went
with his army to Pithapura (Pemt) The kang of Javira whose
capital was looted by the advance force of Nérdyana Shah came to
him trembling with fear, with straw m lus mouth and axe on ks
neck, and fell ab hisfest He requested Nirdyana Shah to tale
some vilages and give hum back his kingdom Making thus the
king of Javin s feudatory, Nirdyana returned to Rimnagor,
the capital of Rimadeva Hearing the fate of the lung of Javin,
RAmadeva appeased hym by giving him horses, elephants, and the
fort of Pendavala *

Gangadisa, father of Mangalagt, son 1 law of Nriyana Shah,
requested Nirdyana Shah, who had encamped near Khamalpura on
a huating tour, to put Mangalayt on the throne of Visudevapura
which was vrested from im by his elder son Tinadisa Maling
hus way through dense forests by feling the trees with axes and
tushs of elephants, he reached Visudevapura, and filling the sur
rounding ditch with wood and stone, took the town, looted ifs
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wealth and set 1t on fire  Tanaddsa fled for Ins Iife from forest to
forests The town of Visudevapura was rebwilt and Mangalajit
was crowned as 1ts ruler

Burhan Shah' sought the help of Nardyana Shah for conquer-
ing the southern country NArdyaps marched with his army to
Vatagrima, near the Gilana fort  He sent from there half of s
forces to jom Burhan Shah and he himself remamed n the
village, obstructing the path of the enemy's forces NAriyana
Shab’s army defeated the enemy 'and crowned Burhan Shah as the
king of the southern country Burhan Shah sent many presents
to Nirfyana Shah, who now looted the towns lying on the borders
of Mt Gélana

Cantos 14 to 17 are taken up with conventional poetrcal des-
eriptions of amorous sports in the spring, playing i water, seasons,
the capital, the noon time, the setting sun, sexual pleasures and the
morning.

Niriyana Shah erected m ;the village of Chinchil o magni-
ficent temple and there he got installed the images of gods Vis've
s'vara and Vishnu In the town of Jattrapura before the god
Bibes'vara he preformed the Agmishtoma sacrifice and gave to the
Brikmanas land, golden ornaments, clothes, dinners and houses On
another occasion he got himself and lus family weighed against gold
and jewel and distributed 1t among the Brihmanas  Once he went
to the temple of Mangatunges'vara and there he made the mift of
the Indes of black antelopes and performed the Rudra saenfice In
this canto the poet, while describing the sacrifices, has shown his
knowledge of the Par i oand the ficial hiterature

Murad Shah, son of ALbar, encamped with his army 10 Bhrigu-
pura (Broach ) for conquerng the hmgdom of Nizam Shah.?
AlLbar had given lum a letter to Niriyana Shah ordermg him to
Join Murad 1n lus expedition m the south, with a present of a pawr
of valuable Kashmir cloths and a white horse Murad Shah
sent one of lus warrors with the letter to Nariyana Shah

1 Durhan Mizam Shal of Ahmednagar

2

2 Vide Briggs Lerishita vol ITI pp 294 301
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Obeywg the orders of the Emperor, Nériyana Shah marched
with his army to Broach i sons Pratipa Shah and Han
hare followed hum up to Panchamubby on the barks of the
Taptr  On Ins reaching Anhleshvar, Murad sent s officers with
presents to receive him.  Crossing the Nurbudd in the boats sent
by Murad, Nardyana Shak came to Broach He advised Murad
to know beforchand the depth of the cnemy through secret
messengers and to postpone the expedition till the begimming of
autumn  Nirayana Shah then visited S'uklatirtha on » pigrimage
and there worshipped the gods Humbra Vis'ves'vara and Viraha
Maheshvara, His gifts to the Brahmanas on this occamon were
50 larga that Murad Shah came there 0 see um mahing donations
Entrusting the work of chanting the GopJa Mantra to Brahmanas,
he returned at the request of Mur.ad to Broach Here too he wor-
shupped the gods Somes'vara and the goddess Smndhavi Murad
then presented lim with valuable clothes and ornaments, a sword
with = golden sheath embedded with jewels, elephants and horses
Nirdyana then took leave of Murad and set ot for hus capital At
tho town of Pippalavitihd on the Tapt: he bathed in the nver and
worshipped Brahm\ Noroyana then reached his capital anudst
the joy of the people

At the end of the monsoon, Murad sent a messenger to
Niriyana Shah for jonmng lim At ths time Pratipa Shah, hus
eldest son, w53 sent on hus earnest request to help Murad Pratipa
Shah jomed Murad with lus army at Dhiyit (Dayta) The
combmed forees halting at Nandurbir and Nerpura came to the
enemy’s country of Gilana, which they looted freely, Khan
Khanan and Birgahhan with Mi' of Khandesh jowmed them
the town of Parivat Murad was enraged at their delay but was
appeased by PratipaShah  Khan Khanan then requested Murad to
give the generalship of the armes to Mir, but Murad refuscd, as 1t
was already given to Pratips Shah  After plundering and burning
the tonn of Partrat, they renched the Kdrpara village on the river
Godivari and Jooted 3t Pratipn Shah lere perforied ablution
and gave to the Brihmanas plenty of gold, jowels, elephants and

1 I’3)2 Ally Khan Fershta,
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horses, Plundering the villages on tho way, they reached Punya.
stambha on the Godavari, Pratipa Shah here too bathed in the
river and worshipped Vidvesvara and made donations to the
Brihmanas. Pratipa Shah provented the army from plundering
the town, which however was ab last looted, when vacated by
tho inhabitants through fear. Plundering on their way Nerpura,
Dovilayili (Devalali,) Ridbipuri and Nandig the armies
reached Ahmedaagor, the eapital of Nizam Shah, and besieged it.
Pratipa Shah took a leading part and fought eo bravely as to
excito the wonder and admiration of Murad The fort was then
stormed. The dants of the forts dered and requested
tho Prince to leavo the fort to them and take the hingdom of
Virita (Berar). The victorious armics then turned to Virdta.
Pratipa Shah performed ablution at Meghankarapura and enriched
tho Brahmanas with rich gifta, Reaching Bilipura in the Virita
country, the armies made a halt thero on account of the monsoon?

1 In 1595 Ahmednagar, the capital of the Narzam Shali Saltans, was

the scene of fearful struggles between the different parties in the state Their
mutual ammosnity reached smch o pitch that one party commtted the fatal
error of appealing for md to Sultan Murad, the second surviving son of the
emperor Akbar, who was then in Gujarat awmtbing the cpportumity of
1interfering 1n the affairs of the Deccan, The prince and his commander in ohuef,
the KhaniXhbanan at once marched southward through Berar as far as
Abmednagar, to which capital they laud siege. Those who had 2avited the prince
to interfere now hitterly repented for their rash action and for a time at least
all parties were united 1 their opposition to the invader The siege dragged
on and the heroic endeavours of the Sultan Chand Bibi had already dishearten-
ed the Mughal leaders when news arrived that the eunuch, Suhsd Khan, the
commander 1 chief of the Biapur troops, with an army of 70,000 horse,
noluding, o8 well as his master’s force, the troops of the Golconda kingdom and
such of those of the Almednagar kingdom as were not shut up 1n the captal,
was marching to the relief of the belesguered town The Khan 1 Khanan, as
eautions as Sultan Murad was rash, made overtures of peace and a treaty was
coneluded, by the terms of which Berar was deceded to the Mughal empire, on
condition that the umperial broops withdrew from the hereditary dominions of
the Nizam Shahy dynasty, and refrained from molesting the 1ndependent king
doms of the Deccan. The Mughals accordingly retreated into Berar, and Sultan
Murad settled at Balapur, which ho made his military head-quarters About
ten miles from the town he built himself a palace, and named the village which
grow up round 1t Shahpur  Of the palace it may now be smd perterunt etiam
rne  Balapur thus became for a tume, the capital of Berar

Hstorieal Iandmarks of the Decean pp 172 173
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Pratipa Shah, however, anxious to see his fxther, returned with
the consent of Prince Murad and Khan Khwan to MayGragir
with large presents from Murad and a promuse of a portion of
the conquered country, to jomn them, however, at the end of
the monsoon for conquermg the hingdom of Tllakhan ( Suhbadl)
Nérfiyana Shah had four sons, Pratipa Shak, Harthara, Chatur-
bhuya and Rijasmha Pratips Shah had also 2 son named
Bharavasena,

How much of this s corroborated by Mahomedan historians
will be secn from the footnotes

Most of the places mentioned 1 this work can be 1dentified
the Atlassheets of the Navsari, Surat, Khandesh and Nasik
districts

The Bigulas a clan of the Ratheds The Bigulas® of
Maytragm,® like the Rathods of Northern India claim them

1 Ogilby 1670 (Atlas V) shows Baglan as the territory of Duke
Pratap Shab  According ta the local story during Wughal rule the fort was
ruled by two independent Rshatriya chiefs  Pratap Shah and Bhairav Shah
Thesa chiefs held about 1500 villages tle present district of Baglan and the
Dangs They’%ere very rich aad had jewels of great value and a white
clephant  ‘The Mughals required the chiefs to do homage st Detn  The chuefs
refused and t! e hill stood a siega of twelve years but had then to surrender
Tho couatry fell ta the Mughals end the gems aod the white elephank “went
toDellr  On onoof the stons pillrs of the temple of Ganapats on \ullier
Fort there 1s a Marathy mseription dated Shake 1534 (1612 A. D ) Pardhavy
Samvatsara, 613 1n four lies of Devanagun letters and records the building
of o Mandap by Pratap 8hik who was the chief of Baglan, There 15 also one
geant dated Dudhvar Paush Shuddha 8th  bhake 1557 (1630 A D >
In it Dharrawshsh confers ono Brabman named e Joshy as mueh land,
Lelonging to hasbe hanst of tho Baglan Prant ascan bo cultivated with ono
plough and a well situated therein

2 Tho word Baguls in Maratht means a fabulous smmal of the eat-kmd
Piguls Bova 1s stall used 1n Maratha to frighten little chuldren. Tt s stated 1n
the present poem that Gopichandra was called Digula as bis head was put
nwry soas to {righten people. The name Bigalan seems to mean ths country
of the Bagulas.

3 Mayiragier 15 the samo 23 Mulher According to a local tradition
the fort was tell in the tumes of the Pandavas by two brot! ecs Mayiradhvap
and Tamralhvajs  Mulher Fort infatana on s 1ill about tvo miles south of
AMulker lgwn sad 2000 fect above the plain, les at the head of tho Mosam
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Bighin seems to have been ruled m early times by local chiefs who
had one of their bead quarters at Snler m the north west  The 1o~
seriptions of the Nasik caves show that from B C 200 t0 A D 200,
Nagk was under the Andhrabhrityss or Satavihanas, who ruled
at Pathan  Early i the fifth century (A D 415) the north
Decean seems to have been under the Abhira tribe, whose capital 1s
beliaved to have been at Anjaniry, five mules east of Trimbal.  The
Abhiras, according to the Purinas, remained independent only
for sxty seven years The Rishtrahatas then seem to have
exercised suzeramty over Bagln  Under them Mayurabhand (the
modern Marhhinda ) was a fort of great importance, as 1t was from
here that the Rishtrakiita King Govinda IIT (785-810 A I )
1ssued hus two copperplate grants, both dated A D 808 It 1s not
certamn that Mayfiral handi was the captal of the Rashtrakiitas
After the overthrow of the Rashtrakitas by Talapa Chilukya
sbout 970 A D, tho suzeramty of Nasih and the North Deccan
scems to have been divided between the Chélukyas of Gujarat
on the North and the Chilukyas and Kalachums of Kalyan
ull 1182 A D Tho Yidavas of Chandor and Devagin then
excrosed lordship over Biglin It 13 mentioned mn the Rash
traudhaldvya that Yasasvin, Sohada and Harhars, brothers of
Jilharaya of Kanouy, accepted service under hmg Jayasinhadeva
of Anahillapura ( Gujarat ) Harthara got the hingdom of Idar,
whilo the other two returned to Kanua), whenco they agam sct out
for conquest.  Sohada came 1n the land of Ahiras and Bhlls 1n the
Nasth district and at Pippalgram, he lilled Aluras and five
huodred Bluls n battle and established lumself at Pippalgaon
Yasasvin, on the other hand, marred the daughter of Rimadeva of
Tevagun and got from hun the village of Talakunkana  His son
Gajamalladeva scems to have extended his possessiors by tahung
some country under the sway of Allaudin s son Milug: smm:
to have made stll further ext a8 1t 1s tioned that he
conquered tn battle the Yidava hing Rimardja, whom ke released at

the request of lus famous mimster Hemadn by moling lum hus
fendatory.

At tho end of the thirteenth contury Biglin 19 mentioned as
a (istnet dependent on Gujarat, bordenng on the domuntons of
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Ramdev, the Devgiri king. In 1297, Ray Karan, the last of the
Anhilvada kings of Gujarat, on his defeat by Ulugh Khan, Ala-ud-
di's general, with the help of Ramdev of Devgiri, for several
years maintained his independ in Baglan, In 1306, Ala-ud-
din's general Mahk Kafor encamped on the borders of the Deccan,
and sent Ray Karan an order fo deliver up his daughter Devaldevi,
then n girl of thirteen years, Ray Karan refused to give up his
danghter, and as a last resource, in spite of the objections o marry-
ing her to a Maratha, agreed to the proposal of Ramdev of Dev-
giri that she should form an alliance with his son Shankaldev.
Ulugh Khan, the Gujarat general, was ordered to force his way
through the Baglan hills, For two months Ray Xaran defoated
all his attempts, but at last the Musalmans prevailed. Ray Karan
was defeated and foreed to fly, leaving his elephants, tents and
eqipage on the field. Ulogh Khan persued him without success,
While halting for two days within a march of Devgiri, some three
hundred of his troops went without leave to see the caves of Ellora.
On the way they fell in with & party of Hindu horsemen, and after
a sharp fight, secured the lady whom they were escorting, and
found that she was the princess Devaldevl. She was carried in
triumph to Delhi and became the wife of Khizr Khan,» Ala-ud-Din's
son, In the same year, when Ramdev of Devagad agroed to hold
his territory s a tributory of Delhi, his power was extended to
Navsari in Gujarat, This must have incladed the possession of Bag-
lan. In 1370, after the overthrow of the Hindu prince of Devgiri,
Baglan at least 10 name became subject to the Muslaman rulers of
Devgiri or Daultabad,

It was Malugi's grandson Ninadeva, who scems to have founded
the hingdom of Bigulas at May{ragiri, He took S'Migiri ( Saler)
from Mahesa, the chief of the Gopas, and gradually oceupied
the forts of Mayurichala (Mulher) and Pisol and fixed his
head-quarters at Jaitrapuri® ( JaitApura ), a villago near tho Mulher

1 Tho Paglan ehiefs headquarters were at Jmtrapura, a willage near
the Mulher fart, which in former times 13 sud to have beenn large place, the
Telus' housee alone mumberisg 700 It 13 now nearly deserted thonsh there
arc remans of numerous buildings.  Mpak Gazetteer i
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fort. The Tarikhi--Ferozshahi says that abont 1840 A. D. the
mountaing’ of Mulher and Sather were held by a chief named
Méndev which seems to be a mistake for Ninadeva.

The estaklichment of a kingdom in Nasik by the Bigulas can
thug be fized in the beginning of the forteenth century from
their own record and their claim to have occupied the Deccan from
the fourth century does not thus seem to be correct.

In 1347 in tho disturbanees, which eaded in the Deccan becom-
ing independent of Northern India, the Bahamani Lkings seem
to have lost hold of Biglan 1Tn 1366, in the reign of Mahawmad
Shah Bahamani I, the Baglan chief is mentioned as making
common cause with, and sending troops to help the rebel Bairam
Khan Mazindarani, who was causing disturbances near Daultabad.
The Biglan chief " with many supporfers accompanied Bairam
Khan to Partbana but on hearing of the Bahmani king’s approach,
deserted the cause and fled. A fow ysary later, in 1370, when
Malik Raja, the founder of the Faruki dynasty, established himself
in Khandesh, he marched against Raja Baharji, the Biglan chicf,
and forced him,bo pay a yearly tribats to Delhi. This Biglan chief
clafmed to be of the stock of the Kanouj Rathods and to'have been
established in Biglan since 800 A. D, They claimed to have at;
first been independent, coining their own money, and stated that
they afterwards lost their power, and paid tribnte to Gujarat or to
the overlord of the north Decean, whichever happened to be the
stronger.  Bach chief on succession took the title of Baharjit

At the dloso of the fourteenth century, on the establishment
of the Musalman dynasty of Ahmadabad, Biglon seems to have
hecome tributary to Gujarat. In 1429, Ahmad Shah Bahmani I.,
who was then ab war with Gujarat, laid the country waste, and

unsuecessfully attempted to tske the fort of Tambola. Ahous
1490 it is noticed that, under the able government of two brothers
Malik Wagi and Malk Ashraf, who were in power in Daulatabad,
the robbers, who infested Baglan wera brought under subjection, and
1 Baharpt caznot be etactly identified with Baguls, the tatle of the

chisfs of Baglan, It may be from Dhareara but that was the name of some of
theso chiefs and not their title
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the roads, for the first time, were safe enough for merchants and
travellers to pass without guards In 1499 Ahmad Nizamshah,
the founder of the N hai dynasty, pelled the Biglan chref
to pay him tribute  After the conquest of Ahmadnagar by Baha
durshah m 1539, Biglan scems to have been under Gujarat eontrol,
as n 1548 the Biglan chief 1s mentioned as serving the Gujarat
Tang with 3000 horse

In 1573, when Gujarat was conquered by the Emperor Akbar,
Baharn of Baglan came with 3000 horse and paid s respects to
the Emperor at Surat  He afterwards did good service by handing
over the Emperors rebel brother m law Mirza Sharafud din Hus-
sam whom he seized on his way through Biglan

Biglan 1s described 1 the A1 Akbarr (1590 ) 23 a mountain
ous well peopled country between Surat and Nandurbar ~ The chuef
was of the Rathod tribe and commanded 8000 cavalry and 5000
wfantry  Apricots, apples, grapes, pmeapples pomegranates and
aitrons grew i perfection It had seven forts, two of whch,
Mulher and Saler, were places of unusual strength

When he conquered Khandesh 1n 1599, ALbar attempted to
take Baglan  Pratapshah, the chief, was besieged for seven years
but as there was abundance of pasture, graimn, and water, and as the
passes were most strongly fortified and so narrow that not more
than two men could march abreast Akbar was in the end obliged to
compound with the chief givmng hum Nizampur, Datta, and Badur
with several other villages In return Pratapshah agreed to tale
care of merchants passing through his territory, to send presents
to the Emperor, and to leave one of s sons as a pledge at
Burhanpur The chief was said to bave always i readimess 4000
mares of excellent breed and one hundred clephants He 1s afeo
said to have comed mahmudis

Pratipa Shah scems to have good relation with Emperor
Jahangir, as 13 evident from the Jahangir Chantra composed by
the anthor of tho present poem at the instance of Pratipa Shah?

1 OnFriday the 24th Rajs Dharpiy Zamundar of Baglins, came and
waited on me  Jlis name 1s Pratdp every Rajs thero has been of that place



INTRODUCTION, xix

Tn 1629-30 Khaja Abul Hasan, who was sent with 8000
horse to recover Nagil, Trimbak, and Sangamner from Khan Jahan
Lodi, marched through Biglan and tho chief met him with 400
horse. A grant, dated 1635 shows that Biglan was afterwards
ruled by Bhairava Shah, Pratap Shal’s successor,

In 1409 the clief of S'aler and Mulher furnished 3000 men
towards the force that was posted at Ramnagar in Dharampur to
guard Surat from attack by Malkkambar of Ahmaduagar.

In 1637 Biglan was attacked by Aurangzeb! The chief
submitted and was made commander of 2000 horse. He received

they coll Bharjiv  He bas about 1,500 borse in us pay ( mawdpdhk war ), and
1n time of need ha can bring mte the field 3,000 horse. The province of
Baglana lies between Gujarat, Khaadesk and ile Devcan It bus two strong
forts, Saler and Maler ( Muler ), and as Buler 15 1n the midst of a populoms
country he lives there himself The country of Baglana has pleasant springs
and ruomng waters The mangoes of that region are very sweet and large,
nre gothered for nmo months from the beginmng of immaturity until the
end It hes many grapes, but not of the best kinds  The aforesaid Raja does
not drop the thread of cantion snd prudence 1 dealng with the rulers of
Gujarat, the Devoan and Kbandesh Mo bas nover gone himself to sco any of
them, and if any of them has wished to strebch out his hand to possess huy
kingdom, ha has remained undisturbed through the support of the others After
the province of Gujarat, the Deccan, and Khandesh eame 1nto the possession of
the late Jing ( Akbar ), Bharv came to Burhanpur and had the hanour of
kissing bus feet, and after being enrolled among hig servants was raised to the
mansab of 3000 At this tame when Shah Jahan went to Burhanpur, he
brought eleven elephants as an offering  He came to Court 1n attendancs on
my son, and 1n accordance wath hus friendship and service was dugmified wath
royal favours, and had presented to him a jewelled sword, an elephant, a harse,
and dress of homour After some days I conferred on hum three rings of
jsanth (yAqlt), diemond, and ruby.
Memours of Jahongie p 396,

1 ¢f Between Khandesh nnd the Surat coast lies the district of
BAGLANA Tt1su small bract, stratehing north and south for about 160 miles
from the Tapti river to the Ghatmata hills of the Nasik district, and 100 mules
east and west across the Ghats It contamed only a thousand villages and
nine forts, but no town of note Small as was its area, 1ts well watered valleys
and hillslopes smiled with corn fields and gardens, all kinds of frmts grav
here and many of them were famous throughout Tndia for their excellence,
The climate, except 1n the ramy season, 13 cool and bracing  The State was
farther enriched by the fact that the mawm hne of traffic hetwesn the Deccan
apd Gazerat had run through 1t for ages.
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the grant of Snltanpur and Ramnagar m Dharampur on paying
a yearly tribute of £ 10,000 { Rs 1,00000) Biglan was famous
for 1ts temperate chimate, its streams, and the abundance of its
trees and frmts Tt was 200 wmles long and broad, with thirty
petty divistons and about 100 villages It was bounded on the
north by Sultanpur and Nandurbar, on the east by Chandor,
on the south by Tnmbak and Nask and on the west by
Surat and the territory of the Portuguese  According to the
traveller Tavernier (1640-1666), Baglan, under which he
mcluded North Konhan except the Portuguese territory, was

A Rathor famly claming dessent from the royal homse of ancient
Eanay) had ruled this land 1n unbroken succession for fourteen centuries
The Rajabs styled themselves Shoh and used the distinctive title of Baharj.
They cowed money in therr own names and enjoyed great power from the
advantageous situation of thewr country and the impregnable strength of ther
Inll forts, two of which, Saler and Mulker, were renowned throughout India as
unconguerable

But this posit on and these stronzholds became the cansa of therr rumn
when the Mughals conguered Guzerat snd Khandesh and wanted to Joan hands
across Baglana  An independent prince and master of mountain fastnesses
could not be left 1n possession of the marm ronte between these two provinces
of tho empire  Tho great Abbar had invaded the district but after s seven
yenrs fruitless siege ho had compounded with the Raph, Pratap Shah by
ceding to khum several willages as the price of protection to all merchants passing
through lis land  Dairam Shal was now seated on the throne of Pratap

Aurangzeb sent an army of 7000 men under Maloy & Decoan1 officer 1n
tho Imperial service and Muhammad Tahir Khurasam (afterwards W azr
Khan ) to besiege the capital Mulker Thus fort covers the spacious top of o
low Wll close to the Mosam mver 9 miles north-cast of Saler  As 1s the case
with all Daceam forts 1t shelters a walled willage lower down the hull side
ealled the Plar: or in the langusge of furtber south the Pettab Hero ived
the Rajsh and lusfanuly On 16th January 1638 the Mughal army in {hree

divisions stormed the lower fort or Ban with heavy loss on both sdes Tho
Rapah with some 500 men retired to the upper fort and was thers blochaded
A month s close 1nvestment reduced him to submission He sent his mother
and minsster to offer to Aurangzeb the Leys of hus other ¢ ght forts and to beg
for mselt » post in the Emperors sersice (15th February) The overturo
was accepted he was created a Commander of Three Thousand and consoled
w1th o estate 1n Sultanpar & dustrict 1n Khandesh north of the Tapts. On
4th June Lo evacuated Mulher his kingdom was annexed and 1ts revenue fixed
st 4 lakhs for tho present. A month Iater his kinsman Tudba surrendered
the fort of Papla 9 miles south of Saler  One hundred and twenty preces of
artillery large and small, weré se1zed 1n the forts,

Sarkar s Eistory of Aurangzeb pp £0-53
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enriched by the passage of the great stream of truffic befween Surat
and Golkanda. The country was full of banian, mango, moha,
cassia, Lhajur or wild date, and other irees, There were vast
numbers of antelopes, hares, and partridges, and towards the moun-
taing were wild cows. Sugarcane was grown in many places and
there were mills and furnaces for making sugar. The ways were
safely guarded.

In 1670 Moro Trimal, one of Shiviji’s officers, took Siler. In
1672 Saler was besieged by Muhibab Khin, bub a force, sent by
Shivaji to raise the siege, afier severe fighting, succeeded in driving
off the Moghals, In 1664, Prince Muhammad Azam gained the
fort by promises and presents. In 1728, the Nizdm cstablished
himself @s an independent vuler in the Deccan; and, under him,
there wos o commandant ab Mulher and a governor of Biglin.
Tn 1751, Siler and Mulher are mentioned as the chief places in
Biglin, whero Baglamque, half Maratht and bhalf Gajarati, was
spoken. 1In 1795, after tho battle of Khards, in Ahmednagar,
Biglin was ceded by the Nawdm to the Peshwa, and along with
Khindesh, formed the charge of a Sarsubhedir, named BAlji
Sakhirim, who took a prominent part in the Bhil massacres of that
time. The fort of Saler is said to have been given by the Peshwa
for dress money to Rani Gahinibii, the wife of Govindrdv GikwAr.
After the Peshwa’s defeat, Biglin passed to the Brtish, by the
surrender of the fort of Mulher, on the 3rd of July 1818, Till
1869 Baglan formed part of Khandesh, when it was transferred to
Nisik, In 1875, Biglin, with its two petty divisions of Jiykheda
and Abhona, was divided into two subdivisions, Biglan with its
head-quarters at Sathua, and Kalvan. Siler is ab present in the
Navsiri district of H, H. the Mahirajah Gaekwad.

The Ms. Material, The present edition of the Rishiraudha-
vans'a Klivya has been based on the single Ms, of the poem
hitherto known, It was found accidently by Mr. R. A. Shastry
while examining the Mss. collection of a Deccani Brahmana in
Baroda. Tt beays the date of Samvat 1745 and consists of 60 leaves,

1 Dluch of thix information 1s taken from the Nasik Gazettcer,
4
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An alphabetical index to the proper names in
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